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Introduction

• The Massey family
– Vincent Massey, Canada’s first 

Canadian Governor General

– Hart Massey, son, architect

• Modernist Pavilions & Biophilia
– Hart Massey’s Pavilions and Bus Shelter

• Massey Awards

– Centennial

– New washroom facility

• Sustainability
Image above: “The Right Honourable Vincent 

Massey (1952-1959)”. Retrieved from 
http://www.gg.ca/document.aspx?id=15239





Timeline of Vincent Massey Park 
“Not until late 1800s that public parks… began to be created.”

• Precolonial - Forests and swamp

• 1870s - Exodus of Loyalists, “Vincent Massey Park and 
Hogs Back area which was covered in beech, 
hemlock and cedar was cut down”

• 1899 - Wilfrid Laurier established the OIC to 
“transform Ottawa into a world-class capital city.”

• 1950 - Greber Plan

• 1958 - Hog’s Back Park and Picnic Grounds officially 
opened

• 1959 - “Hog’s Back Picnic Grounds” named Vincent 
Massey Park

• 1990 - introduction of paid parking

• 1992 - increased tree planting



Natural & Cultural Heritage

• The heritage of First Nation peoples

• The city beautification plan and Greber plan

• The legacy of The Right Honourable Vincent Massey

– The award winning architecture of his son, Hart Massey

“Summer Solstice Festival 
at Vincent Massey Park”. 
Retrieved from 
https://www.ottawacomm
unitynews.com/news-
story/6716192-summer-
solstice-aboriginal-festival-
to-forge-deeper-cultural-
appreciation/



Left – Figure 1 (See References)



Figure 2 (See References)



Figure 3 (See References)



“Park Services Pavilion, Vincent Massey Park”, 
National Capital Commission.



Sustainability
at Vincent
Massey 
Park

ENVIRONMENTAL

- Low impact modernist 
structures

- Destruction of previous 
washroom installments

- Connecting 
people to nature

- Lack of people
- Bike trails
- Rising water 

levels
- Easy access to 

other nearby 
parks

- Other parks used 
more than Vincent 
Massey

EQUITABLE

- Stormwater
toilets in 
pavilion

- Research 
projects

- Conservation 
of jobs

- Solar panels 
on top of 
bus shelter



Lessons Learned & to be further explored…

• The concept of biophilic design and its 
connection to modernist architecture

• Lifecycles of parks and how they evolve over 
time to accommodate new social interests

• Reconciliation in the park
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