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The Sawmill River in
Yonkers NY, looking
58 ' downstream at new
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‘l’ —_— "‘: public space and
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. pedestrian bridge.
; Credit to ses7 on Flicker,
2012.



What | Learned Lessons from the project/what |
» Expense, Size R could be better
* Engagement with First
Nation communities
Engage more with
businesses on the economic
benefits

 Link between linier

landscape features and
transportation

* The difference between
daylighting and
rehabilitation
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Still Creek above ground pos PR ! 3

Culverted and historical tributaries of Still Creek
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What has been done so far? Note that the protect is ongoing Wlt 10 and 50
year planning goals identified in 2002.

“Enhancement project at 3003 Grandview Highway (2005);
Enhancement of Falaise Park, wetland feature constructed (2005);

et
-

Enhancement project at 3400 Cornett Road (2007); 3 '-}.'_

e

Daylighting of approximately 75 meters of the creek and extension of 3300 Jf_
Cornett Road, as part of 2820 Bentall Street rezoning (2009);

Enhancement at 2900 Nootka, which included a new path and a pedestrian Cﬂ
bridge over the creek (2011); ;

Public Art installations at key locations; and

Interpretive signage at strategic locations along Still Creek.”
(City of Vancouver, 2018)
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City of Vancouver City of Burnaby
Vancouver Board of Parks and Recreation

Still Moon Arts Society, Evergreen, Silva Forest Foundation,
Collingwood Neighborhood House, Friends of Renfrew Park,
the Renfrew Ravine, and the Friends of Falaise Park

British Columbia Institute of Technology and Simon Frazer
University, UBC

Numerous Coastal Salish peoples including the Musqueam,
Tsliel-waututh and Squamish First Nations

Department of Fisheries and Oceans Canada
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1914 —St|II Creek de5|gnated for storm run off

1929 —The Creek is envisioned as part of a Parks and Pleasure Drive
between Vancouver and Burnaby, this does not happen and over the next
decades much of the creek is culverted.

1932 —The last remembered salmon run to upper Still Creek “‘:'1,';

.

.‘ {,(i .: ““‘ .'

"3

Yol

1950s-60s —Pollution, culvertisation and urbanization increase =

1980s —with shifting values no more of the creek is put underground =

>
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1996 —Community groups begin to participate in community activates, z
such as cleaning Renfrew Ravine Le

2002 -Still Creek Rehabilitation Enhancement Study is endorsed by Greater
Vancouver Council

2005-2011 —Major rehabilitation work carried out
2012 —Chum Salmon return to the upper reaches of Still Creek
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The creek has a long history of an urban and sub-urban
recreation area

Salmon fishing was an important source of food and sport for
settlers, fishing derby in the City until 1980s

Intangible identification of the city with Salmon

Last (and most problematic) there is the Indigenous
relationship to the land and Salmon in particular—which
unfortunately, the project ignores completely.
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Still Creek in Burnaby in 1935. Credit to An open section of Still Creek before restoration, note the engineered
Heritage Burnaby, taken from TheTyee, 2019.

Banks and riparian zone completely overgrown with a single invasive
Species. Credit to Uytae Lee and the CBC, 20109.
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Indicators —how to tell if it is sustainable

Environmental =This is the one category with solid metrics —
community lead scientific studies —return of the Salmon

Social —Connection to non-motorized transport, education
opportunity, urban rewilding

Economic —Sawmill River, Yonkers, NY

SDGs —This project can apply to many -14 Life Below Water,
there is also strong connections to 6, 11, and 15.




Above: A section of Still Creek next to the
Grandview Highway demonstrating the change
Between the original concrete banks and new
naturalized banks. Credit to Bob Kronbauer, 2012




Referene* 4 1B

Boyle, C. (2014). Vancouver stream restoration practices: Piloting a communrty—based monltorlng framework anng Still Creek [masters
report]. Simon Frazer University.

Buchholz, T., & Younos, T. (2007). Urban Stream Daylighting Case Study Evaluations. Virginia Water Resources Research Center: Virginia
Tech.

Demuzere, M., Orru, K., Heidrich, O., Olazabal, E., Geneletti, D., Orru, H., Bhave, A.G., Mittal, N., Feliu, E., & Faehnle, M. (2014).
Mitigating and adapting to climate change: Multi-functional and multi-scale assessment of green urban infrastructure. Journal of
Environmental Management, 146, 107-115.

Francis, G. (2016). Striving for Environmental Sustainability in a Complex World, Canadian Experiences. Vancouver: UBC Press, ebook.
Hough, M. (1995). Cities and Natural Process. London: Routledge.

Landorf, C. (2011). “Evaluating social sustainability in historic urban environments.” International Journal of Heritage Studies, 17, 463-
477.

Lees + Associates., Karen Hurley + Associates., Dayton + Knight Engineers., & Hudema Consulting Group. (2002). Still Creek
Rehabilitation and Enhancement Study. City of Vancouver Community Services, Planning Department, City Plans.

McGrath, D. (n.d.). Daylighting in Halifax’s Urban Core: A case study-based analysis of the proposed daylighting of Sawmill River in
Dartmouth, Nova Scotia. Master’s Project Dalhousie University.

Munro, K., M. Schwark. (March 23rd 2018). Administrative Report: Still Creek Enhancement Project. City of Vancouver.
Rivinsitute. (2012). Salmon Return to Still Creek (video). YouTube. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7XWH4us7M8w.
Cultural Landscape, Understanding and Managing Change in Human-shaped

Environments, Cambridge U.P.

Spatari, S., Yu, Z., & Montalto, F.A. (2011). Life cycle implications of urban green infrastructure. Environmental Pollution, 159, 2174-
2179.

The Hydraulic blog. (n.d.). Return to the Water: First Nations Relationship with Salmon.
Varty, F., Mak, J., Dou, M., & Wellian, J. (2017). The Restoration of Still Creek: How the Salmon Returned [web log post].

-

o~



https://www.youtube.com/watch%3Fv=7XWH4us7M8w

