
Pre-University  

● Pre-contact – For thousands of years land inhabited by the Coastal Salish Peoples, in 
particular the Musqueam First Nation, as well the Squamish and Tsleil-Waututh peoples 
(A Brief History of UBC, 2018) 

● 1791 – First contact between European explorers and Indigenous peoples on what is 
now Point Grey (Vancouver Planning Chronology , 2016) 

● 1859 – Pre-emption Law and Creation of Military and Indian Reserves (A Brief History of 
UBC, 2018) 

● 1860 – Point Grey established by British government as Colonial Admiralty reserve (A 
Brief History of UBC, 2018) 

● 1865 – 21 year timber lease on Point Grey (A Brief History of UBC, 2018) 
● 1877 – Initial proposal for a provincial university (A Brief History of UBC, 2018) 

 
University Establishment  

● 1899 – Vancouver College established - in affiliation with Vancouver High School and 
McGill University (A Brief History of UBC, 2018) 

● 1890 – An Act Respecting the University of British Columbia passed.  Dispute on where 
to locate university (A Brief History of UBC, 2018) 

● 1906 – Vancouver College renamed McGill University of British Columbia (A Brief 
History of UBC, 2018) 

● 1907 – University Endowment Act provides funding for a provincial university (A Brief 
History of UBC, 2018) 

● 1907 – Land carved away from part of South Vancouver to create Point Grey 
Municipality (A Brief History of UBC, 2018) 

● 1908 – Provincial legislature passes new University Act to establish UBC (A Brief History 
of UBC, 2018) 

● 1910 – Point Grey selected as site for UBC campus (A Brief History of UBC, 2018) 
● 1913 – Sharp and Thompson appointed as University Architects (A Brief History of UBC, 

2018) 
●  1914 – Point Grey campus construction begins.  Halted due to the First World War 

(A Brief History of UBC, 2018) 
● 1915 – UBC opens in temporary headquarters at McGill University College.  Student 

enrolment is 379 (A Brief History of UBC, 2018) 
● 1922 – “Build the University” campaign by students, “The Great Trek” from downtown 

Vancouver to Point Grey to persuade completion of campus buildings.  Student 
enrolment is 1200 (A Brief History of UBC, 2018) 

●  1925 – Point Grey Campus opens.  Science (now Chemistry) Building 
construction complete (A Brief History of UBC, 2018) 
 

Post Grey Campus Opening  
● 1927 – Musqueam House Posts Presented to UBC Alumni Association.  They are placed 

on Point Grey campus along side the Musqueam reserve to remind visitors of the 



presence of Musqueam people and culture that continue to occupy these lands (UBC 
Aboriginal Timeline, n.d.) 

● 1947 – Student enrolment reaches 9374 (A Brief History of UBC, 2018) 
●  1949 – Science building name changed to Chemistry Building (Department of 

Chemistry, n.d.) 
●  1959 – B Block addition to Chemistry building - houses teaching laboratories 

(Department of Chemistry, n.d.) 
● 1962 – E Block addition to Chemistry building - housed administrative offices, now 

used for research (Department of Chemistry, n.d.) 
● 1962 – Annex behind Chemistry building torn down to make space for C Block 

addition (Department of Chemistry, n.d.) 
● 1963 – C Block addition to Chemistry building - new spaces for undergraduate 

laboratories (Department of Chemistry, n.d.) 
● 1987 – First Nations House of Learning Established (UBC Aboriginal Timeline, n.d.) 
● 1989 – A Block addition to Chemistry building - area for research (Department of 

Chemistry, n.d.) 
●   1992 – Student enrolment at 30,579 (A Brief History of UBC, 2018) 
● 1993 – Opening of First Nations Longhouse.  Includes First Nations education 

programmes, counselling services, and cultural events (A Brief History of UBC, 2018) 
● 1997 – UBC became Canada’s 1st university to adopt a sustainable development policy 

(History of UBC Campus Sustainability , 2010) 
● 1998 – Sustainability Office opens - first office within Canadian universities (History of 

UBC Campus Sustainability , 2010) 
● 2006 – Memorandum of Affiliation signed between UBC and Musqueam First Nation (A 

Brief History of UBC, 2018) 
● 2008 – Student enrolment at 45,178 (A Brief History of UBC, 2018) 

  
UBC Renew Projects  

● 2003 – UBC Renew program began (CAUBO, 2007) 
● 2006 – Chemistry North Building project completed (UBC News, 2007) 
● 2007 – [April] Buchanan Block D project completed (UBC News, 2007) 
● 2007 – [November] Buchanan Block C project completed (UBC News, 2007) 
● 2008 – [May] Chemistry Centre Block project completed (UBC News, 2007) 
● 2008 – [September] Friedman Building project completed (UBC News, 2007) 
● 2009 – [May] Buchanan Block B project completed (UBC News, 2007) 
● 2010 – [May] Old Auditorium project completed (Infrastrucutre Development , n.d.) 
● 2010 – [June] Buchanan Block A project completed (UBC News, 2007) 
● 2011 – [April/May] Biological Sciences West and South Wings project completed 

(Infrastructure Development , n.d.) 


